
Introduction 

Pastor Ken Chroniger has asked me and some other pastors to preach 
through the memory verses for this year.  He is of course the conference 
president and these verses form the basis of this theme for conference. 

I have taken a break from our series on I Corinthians to take on the first of 
these memory verses Hebrews 11:1.  This passage of course talks about 
faith.  We will look at this passage in its context of the “faith chapter” 
chapter 11. 

What we have in this chapter is the definition of faith - and then the support 
of that definition by examples of faith given in the chapter. 

I. The definition of faith. 

We begin by looking at Hebrews 11:1 - please turn with me to Hebrews 11 
and let’s look first at verse 1. 

1 Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not 
seen.  

As we look at the word faith in the text - we find in its noun form it is pistis 
which means - faithfulness, trustworthiness, fidelity, commitment. It is also 
a state of believing on the basis of reliability of the one trusted, trust, 
confidence, faith.   

The stem of this word in classical greek has the meaning of “trusting” “with 
the nuance of “obedient” 

We find in verbal form of this word the idea of “to believe” - I think the 
sense of the classical greek still has the understanding that to have faith or 
to believe means more than just a thought process or a feeling - it has to do 
with trusting to the extent that obedience follows. 

A. Assurance of things hoped for 

Specifically the author is defining faith as it - is being (the) hupostasis  - 
substance of, assurance of, steadfastness of, —- (things) being hoped. 



Faith anticipates a certain result - it expects it.  The (things) plural that faith 
anticipates - the one who has faith is given assurance of them. 

What does that mean - it means that those (things) which have not arrived 
yet are “sure,” the one who has faith expects them to happen because they 
are steadfast. 

B.  Evidence of things not seen - 

Faith is also by the author’s definition - evidence — “proof,” “convincing,” 
“refutation,” and “investigation,” “account” of those (things) not visually seen 
- or perceived with the eye. 

II.  An Expansion of that definition. 

The rest of the chapter expands and explains this definition.  In verse 3 - 
we find that faith is the reason we can believe that the “world” was framed 
by the word of God even though we can not “perceive” with our eyes or for 
that matter any of the five senses - When I was a boy - science was 
defined by things that could be observed by the five senses - but that 
definition is “old” hat and no longer valid. 

By this definition of science we can not prove with our five senses the 
creation of the world.  However we are assured of the truth of these things, 
we have evidence that is not visible through our senses. 

The author lays down some examples of how real faith works - proving his 
definition.  He does so by looking at the lives of some of the Old Testament 
faith.  He notes that “the elders” received - (a) witness testimony (vs2) 
He gives these examples in two groups: 

The first group begins with Abel and ends with Abraham and his wife Sarah 
( verses 4-11). The second group begins with Abraham and ends speaking 
of not named saints who exhibited faith throughout the Old Testament. 
(17-38). 

The author summarizes the proof of his definition of faith by these two 
groups in verses 13-16 for the first group and verse 39 for group two.  The 
bottom line - the proof of the author’s point is found in the fact that of group 
1 it says in verse 13: “These all died in faith, not having received the 



promises” and of group 2 it says in verse 39 they: “received not the 
promise:” 

So we can say of both these groups - that they hoped, they believed, they 
had faith in something which was not obtained during their lifetimes.  

A.  Faith has a focus - one who guarantees the results of faith  

In verse 6 it says “But without faith it is impossible to please him:  
for he that cometh to God must believe that he is,  and that he is a 
rewarder of them that diligently seek him.” 

The end of faith is found in the fact that the one who believes not only 
believes that the action will take place - but it is based in the 
“trustworthiness” of the one who guarantees the results.   We must not only 
believe that He is - that He exists but we must believe - that He is the one 
who rewards - those that believe. 

Of the first group of the faithful it says they - “16 … desire a better country, 
that is, an heavenly: wherefore God is not ashamed to be called their God: 
for he hath prepared for them a city. “  This passage shows their faith was 
in God - that their had been a reward prepared by God “a city”  prepared for 
them.  Of this city it says in verse 10 is that it is a city: “which hath 
foundations, whose builder and maker is God. “ 

Of Sarah it says: “she judged him faithful who had promised.” 

Of Moses it says that he did what he did because He tried God as though 
he saw Him: “who is invisible.” 

The point being is that their faith was based not only in what God had 
promised to do - but in the trustworthiness of God Himself. 

B. Examples of faithful - Group 1 

All the saints spoken of in this group - lived during the period of Genesis - 
during the period from creation throughout the life of Joseph. 



Abel - verse 4 - Genesis 4 - obtained a witness that he was righteous by 
offering a better sacrifice than Cain.  Yet he died at the hands of Cain not 
having received the full reward of a righteous man. 

Enoch - had a testimony that pleased God - did not die but was translated. 
(verse 5) - only one that did not die - but his life anticipated the glory to 
come. His story is found in Genesis 4-5.  He pleased God. 

Noah is shown here to have done two acts of faith. 1) he built the ark when 
there was no visible evidence that he should.  2) He preached by which 
condemned the world of his day. (verse 7) Genesis 5,6,and 7. 

Abraham is shown to have left his family, his own country, to go to a place 
where God told him - it was a strange country - dwelling in tents. (8-10) See 
Genesis 11-25. 

Sarah - was faithful and received a child when she was well beyond the 
years of baring - and that child produced an enumerable multitude (vs 
11-12) Her story is found in Genesis 11-23. 

C. Group 2- Examples from throughout the Old Testament 

Abraham - is the father of the faithful - according to Galatians 3:7: “Know ye 
therefore that they which are of faith, the same are the children of 
Abraham.” and he is found in the first group and again in the second group 
in verses 17-19.  In the first section it talks of his act of faith to leave his 
home country.  In the second group the example of his offering up Isaac is 
spoken of here.  According to verse 19 he trusted God so much that he 
would fulfil His promise concerning Isaac, that he was willing to kill his only 
son - because he knew that God could raise him from the dead to fulfill His 
promise. (See Gen. 22) 

It was by faith that Isaac blessed his two sons - with a prophetic blessing 
(20) Genesis 27. 

It says that Jacob by faith when he was dying blessed the sons of Joseph - 
but not only that - even knowing he was dying that he worshipped God. 
(21) (See Genesis 48) 
  



Joseph - knew that years after his death the children of Israel would leave 
Egypt and return to the land where God had promised.  He believed it so 
strongly that he commanded the people to carry his bones with them when 
they left. (22) (Genesis 50) 

Moses - In verse 23 it speaks of the faith of Moses’ parents in that they hid 
him for three months even though the king had commanded that all Hebrew 
male children be killed. (Exodus 2:2).  In verses 24-26 it talks of the faith 
that Moses displayed when he refused to be called the son of Pharaoh’s 
daughter: 1) Choosing to suffer with the people of God; (25) 2) Esteeming 
the reproach of Christ greater riches than the treasures in Egypt: (26); 3) 
He forsook Egypt not fearing the wrath of the king (27).  (See Exodus 2). 
He forth displayed his faith by keeping the passover (28) (Exodus 12). 
Speaking of all Israel under Moses direction it says “they passed through 
the Red sea as by dry land. (29). (Exodus 13 and 14). 

Although not mentioned by name the faith of Joshua is spoken of in verse 
30 and Rahab in in verse 31 -  

The faith of those who lived during the time of the Judges  is spoken of in 
verse 32 

Although not mentioned by name - Joshua and Caleb is spoken of in the 
first part of verse 33. Daniel is mentioned in verse 33, The three Hebrew 
children in verse 34. Also Elijah David and Saul, Jonathan, Hezekiah, and 
others are mentioned in the last part of verse 34. 

In verse 35 the women spoken of -  the widow of Zarephath, 1 Kings 17:21, 
and the Shunammite, 2 Kings 4:34. Of course down to versee 37 we find 
references to Zechariah, Elijah, Isaiah etc. 

D. The summary concerning these witnesses of faith: 

38 (Of whom the world was not worthy:) they wandered in deserts, and in 
mountains, and in dens and caves of the earth.  

 God’s promise to us 



40 God having provided some better thing for us, that they without us should 
not be made perfect. 

Conclusion 

Today we have done a survey of chapter 11 of Hebrews.  Our focus has 
been the definition of faith provided by verse 1  

1 Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not 
seen.  

Now we have dissected the verse carefully to understand the definition 
provided by the author.  We then looked at the rest of the chapter and the 
support of that definition provided by the author. 

The author shows through his examples how various groups of individuals - 
people of faith - operated on the basis of the definition given in vs. 1.  They 
treated this unseen and as yet unfulfilled concept of faith as though it were 
an absolute coming reality. 

As we look at faith, as we review the lives which are examples of faith we 
need to examine our own faith, are own belief. 

Do we operate as though the Bible is true? 
Do we have an expectation that the return of Christ and the redemption of 
mankind is real? 
Do we operate on the basis that this life and this world are not the end 
game? 

Bottom line is do we have faith that we are willing to act on? 

Sermon Title: Faith - a reality of things to come.


